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SSRP (Shii Studies Research Program) at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton And
Law, Authority and Learning in Imami Shi’ite Islam (LAWALISI) — University of Exeter

This 5-day Summer School will bring together early career scholars and established
researchers to focus on the development of advanced level research in Islamic legal theory.
The focus on the summer school will be Shi’i Legal theory — that is, the usdl al-figh and
related disciplines in the various Shi’i scholarly traditions (Ithna-Ashari, Zaydi,

Ismaili). Participants bring their own research for presentation and peer review, develop a
broad framework for the academic study of Shi‘T legal theory, edit manuscripts of previously
unpublished Shi'T legal theory treatises, and engage in collaborative textual study and
translation of Shi'T works of usil al-figh. The programme will include study time, and the
opportunity to use the extensive library and academic resources in Princeton. The Summer
School is convened through the SSRP and LAWALISI research programmes, and will be led
by Professors Sabine Schmidkte (IAS), Hassan Ansari (IAS) and Robert Gleave (UoE).

The Summer School is a collaboration between the Shii Studies Research Program at the
Institute for Advanced Study (SSRP, funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York) and
the Law, Authority and Learning in Imami Shiite Islam at the University of Exeter (LAWALISI,
funded by the European Research Council).

Meetings will be held in the White-Levy Room at IAS, Princeton.

LAWALISI project: www.lawalisi.eu
SSRP project: https://www.ias.edu/ssrp

IAS EXETER
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Shii Studies Research
Program

Summer School:
Researching Shi'T Legal Theory:
To be held at:
The Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton

26™-30t™" August 2019
Each day of the Summer School is divided into 4 sessions of around 90 minutes each.
Sessions might be lectures, peer-review sessions, text reading sessions, feedback/catch-up
sessions and manuscript study sessions. The general pattern is for the final session of each
day to be a manuscript study session, so particpants can work in pairs into the evening if
they wish at IAS or at the Firestone library.

Programme

Sunday 25 August:
Participants arrive in IAS Princeton.

1830 Evening meal (restaurant: La Mezzaluna, 25 Witherspoon St, Princeton)
Monday 26 August:

0830 Coffee/tea and light breakfast available in the White-Levy Room
0900 Orientation Session (SS, HA, RG)

1000 Lecture: Rob Gleave: Periodizing Shi1 usdl al-figh

1100 Tea/coffee

1130 Speed Research Presentations: What is/was your PhD?

3 presentations

Ahmed, Najah Nadi (Cambridge)

Correa, Dale (Austin, Texas)

Unal, Yusuf (Emory)

1200 Manuscript selection discussion/introduction

1230 Lunch at IAS
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1330 Speed Research Presentations: What is/was your PhD?

6 presentations (end 1515)

Rezakhany, Hassan (Berkeley)

Thiele, Jan (Madrid):

Islam, Sarah (Princeton)

Rafii, Raha (Exeter)

Husayn, Nebil (Miami)

Rajani, Kumail (Exeter)

1530 Depart for Firestone Library for Registration and visit to Manuscript Section
[Participants can spend as long as they like at the Firestone, working with their manuscript
partner and exploring the library after the tour].

1930 Evening Meal: Harry’s Bar/IAS Campus (Efes Mediterranean Grill (halal))
Tuesday 27" August:

0830 Coffee/tea and light breakfast available in the White-Levy Room

0900 Peer Review Session 1: Aun Hassan Ali: “Two Imamite Views on the Origin of
Language”

“Durds fT ‘ilm al-usil” (Section: Al-Dalil al-sharT) by Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr (d. 1400/1980)
“al-Mizan fi tafsir al-qur’an” by Muhammad Husayn al-Tabataba’t (d. 1402/1981)
1030 Coffee/tea

1100 Manuscript Pairs Study Session (IAS)

1230 Lunch at IAS

1400 Text Reading Session 1: Kumail Rajani “Fard’id al-usal” by Murtada b. Muhammad
Amin al-Ansari (d. 1281/1864)

1530 Tea/Coffee
1600 Manuscript Pairs Study Session (Firestone or IAS)

1930 Evening Meal: In Princeton: Chennai Chimney (19 Chambers Street, Princeton (Halal))
Wednesday 28" August:

0830 Coffee/tea and light breakfast available in the White-Levy Room
0900 Lecture: Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke (on Zaydi usal al-figh)

1030 coffee/tea
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1100 Peer Review Session 2: Amin Ehteshami “Al-Wafi: Hadith Compilation, Commentary,
and the Four Books”

1230 Lunch

1400 Text Reading Session 2: Jan Thiele: “Jawharat al-usil wa-tadhkirat al-fuhdl” (Chapter:
Bab al-qgiyas wa al-ijtihad) by Ahmad b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Rassas (‘al-Hafid’, d.
656/1258)

1530 Tea/coffee

1600 Manuscript Pairs Study Session (Firestone or |IAS)

1930 Evening Meal: Harry’s Bar/IAS Campus (Wildflour)

Thursday 29*" August

0830 Coffee/tea and light breakfast available in the White-Levy Room

0900 Manuscript Pairs Study Session: Plenary — catch up — progress reports

1030 coffee/tea

1100 Text Reading Session 3: Hassan Ansari, “al-Mujzi fi usal al-figh” (Section: Mas’alat
taqlid al-'ammi fi al-ahkam) by Aba Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Hardni (d. 424/1033)

1230 Lunch

1400 Peer Review Session 3: Hadi Qazwini, “Al-Takhti’a in Imami Legal Theory”

1530 tea/coffee

1600 Manuscript Pairs Study Session (Firestone or |IAS)

1945 Evening Meal: In Princeton: Bluepoint Grill (258 Nassau Street, Princeton)

Friday 30" August

0830 Coffee/tea and light breakfast available in the White-Levy Room

0900 Text Reading Session 4: Nebil Husayn, “Fasl fi al-dalala ‘ala anna ijma“ ahl al-bayt
hujja” by Abl Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Hardn1 (d. 424/1033) [misattributed to Sahib ibn
‘Abbad (d. 385)]

1030 coffee/tea



Participants:

Ali, Aun Hassan (Boulder Colorado)
Ansari, Hassan (lAS)

Correa, Dale (Austin, Texas)
Ehteshami, Amin (Exeter)
Gleave Robert (Exeter)

Husayn, Nebil (Miami)

Islam, Sarah (Princeton)
Qazwini, Hadi (USC Los Angeles)
Rafii, Raha (Exeter)

Rajani, Kumail (Exeter)
Rezakhany, Hassan (Berkeley)
Schmidtke, Sabine (IAS)

Thiele, Jan (Madrid)

Unal, Yusuf (Emory)
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1100 Peer Review Session 4: Robert Gleave: “Understanding Divine Intention:
“Conversational Maxims” and the Legal Theory of Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Tisi (d. 1067)”

1230 Lunch

1400 Text Reading Session 5: Hassan Rezakhany “‘Indyat al-usdl fi sharh kifayat al-usal”
(Sections: fi tazahum al-istishabayn/fasl fi al-sababt wa al-musabbabi/fi ta‘arud al-
istishabayn) by al-Sayyid Murtada al-FirGzabadi (d. 1410/1990)

1530 tea/coffee

1600 Manuscript editions and translations: Plenary session/future plans

1700 Feedback session/mop up

1730 Close

1930 End of Summer School Evening Meal: Hosted by Sabine Schmidtke at her home

Saturday 31° August

Participants depart



